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Who Are We?
Professional Design Services:
-we offer a wide variety of professional
services to our clients, contracted
individually, as an MEP design package, or
as a complete design/cm contract.

Mechanical Engineering:
-our many years of combined experience
in mechanical design vary from industry
standard systems to highly specialized
areas of design. these include plumbing,
hvac, hydronic piping, central plant design,
process piping, and medical & toxic gas
system design. we can also provide startup
and commissioning for a wide array of
systems.

Electrical Engineering:
-our many years of combined experience in
electrical design include high & low voltage
primary & secondary distribution systems,
emergency generator and ups backup power
systems, fire alarm systems, healthcare
special systems, lighting design, voice/data
systems, emergency notification systems,
and security/access systems.

Energy Engineering:
-either as a standalone study or part of
an overall design package, GPD has been
engineering for energy efficiency for the
past 30 years, utilizing up-to-date system
analysis software in order to develop the
best solution for each individual client.

i.t. engineering:
-our unique skills and experience with stateof-the-art information technology can help
define and implement your networking and
information system needs, from storing
immense amounts of data to integrating
audio & video in the classroom environment.

Construction Administration:
-making sure that the systems designed are
getting installed and started up correctly
is paramount. c/a is crucial to the success
of a project, and we’ve got you covered.

Cost Estimating:
-accurately estimating project costs is
essential to budget and schedule.

We would like to take this opportunity to provide a brief overview of our firm. GPD, PC
(formerly Drapes Engineering and then Gordon-Prill-Drapes, Inc.) is a Mechanical and
Electrical Consulting Engineering firm that has been in business for over 50 years. We
have a main office located in Great Falls, centrally situated within the state of Montana.
Our staff of 14 professionals includes nine licensed engineers, four designers/draftmen,
and one administrative staff member. We have five senior staff members with twenty or more
years of experience and, for all our engineers and senior designers, an overall average
design experience of 15 years. Because so much of a design engineer’s ability is based on
experience, we feel our company offers exceptional value to our clients. We continually
strive to meet the vision of quality upon which our company was founded. Our core
values include: providing the very best in engineering consulting, producing high quality
workmanship, continually training our experienced staff, & retaining our valued employees.
Our services include mechanical engineering (heating, ventilation, air conditioning) plumbing
systems engineering, building controls systems design, electrical engineering (lighting,
power distribution, alarms sytems, controls and other building electrical systems),
information technology (building cabling systems), and other design services related to
building construction. GPD also provides estimating, construction administration, and
construction management services. In addition, GPD provides energy engineering to include:
energy audits for existing buildings, and energy studies/building system modeling for new
and existing buildings to provide cost/payback analysis and system comparisons.
We at GPD believe strongly in the formation of experienced design teams composed of
independent experts who bring their individual strengths to a project, rather than “fullservice” or “multi-discipline” firms geared solely toward marketing & profitability. GPD is
committed to quality design. We don’t rely on others to provide quality control over our
engineering documents. Quality control is attained by establishing internal teams that are
accustomed to working together on a specific type of project or with the same client. We
further advance quality by means of technical peer reviews. Having designs reviewed by
engineers not involved in the specific project facilitates completely unbiased reviews.
Being a montana engineering firm, we work on an extended range of projects to accommodate
our core architectural clients including residential, retail, commercial, historical,
government, educational, laboratories, medical clinics, assisted living, hospitals, data
center/IT facilities, communications (Qwest/Centurylink), and DOD work including Malmstrom
Air Force Base and the Montana Army National Guard.
GPD wants to involve our Clients as much as possible in the design and coordination of the
project. Everyone stands to gain from a more interactive approach to design and project
management. We strive to be proactive, not reactive. We do our best to work smarter.
Our goal will be to help prioritize needs and desires for the building systems, and help
make design decisions today which will have a positive impact on the future operation and
maintenance needs of the facility.
We are proud of our record of solid accomplishments and our full range of diversified
services. We look forward to discussing new ways of leveraging our skills to satisfy your
specific needs. You will find that the team at GPD is always eager to talk to people who need
professional advice in making their goals a reality. Let us put our skills to work for you!

To design is to create a plan for the construction
of a project. A good design needs to consider
multiple facets of a project; these include
aesthetics, functionality, economics, sustainability,
and maintainability. Every project prioritizes these
factors differently, and it is our job to understand
these priorities and tailor our design to align with
them.
First and foremost, we want our engineering designs
to reflect the owner’s vision for their project. It is,
after all, their project and we strive to respect that.
Associated with that, we need to be fully coordinated
with the other members of the design team. With
everyone working toward the Owner’s goals, it
becomes a guiding principle for the project.
It is, and has always been, GPD’s focus to
consistantly improve our design work. Our past
experiences, whether it be a high tech laboratory
building, or a remodel of C.M. Russell’s painting
studio, continually prepare us for the upcoming, and
everchanging, challenges associated with designing
dynamic systems of which the owner can be proud.
A design also must conform to the governing
standards and codes for the benefit and safety
of the general public, and more specifically the
building’s occupants. Making sure this aspect of
the design is covered can be a daunting task, but we
strive to know the codes so the Owner doesn’t have
to.
GPD also takes a practical
approach to what we do.
Sensible decisions can help
avert unneccessary project
cost and conflict. Often
times, common sense can be
the catalyst for solutions.

DESIGN.

To build is to construct by joining pieces and
materials over a period of time. As engineering
consultants, GPD can coordinate with the
construction team, as well as look out for the
Owner’s interests from ground breaking to final
completion. We consider construction administration
to be a professional service necessary for completing
a project in a timely and efficient manner.
Project management can be the key to a successful
project. Equipment submittal and shop drawing
review, value engineering, requests for information,
field coordination, and construction meetings are
all useful tools in keeping a project on track and on
budget.
Communication is key in order to effectively manage
a project; our team of professionals possess the
communication skills and technical knowledge
necessary to provide leadership and direction.
We believe that being on-site can be a very useful
tool in unifying the design team and construction
team toward a common goal. We try to get on
the construction site as allowed, not only for
system inspections, but also to invest our time with
the contractors face-to-face. Phone calls, text
messaging, and emails can be impersonal, and in some
cases can create stress where it wasn’t intended.
Getting to know everyone on the project’s team
improves communication and boosts morale, which we
believe has a direct effect on productivity.
Building relationships is
key to a successful building
project. When people work
together as a team, things get
done.

BUILD.

To achieve is to successfully complete a task, goal,
or project. The measure of success can be quantified
in terms of time and money, and a balance must be met
for each project. For some projects, deadlines are
the key to success. For others, the budget leads the
way. In the end, it’s GPD’s goal to look back with the
Owner on what has been accomplished with integrity
and enthusiasm.
GPD takes pride in the work that we do and projects
that we are a part of. We take it as a serious
responsibility to be a part of the construction
industry, with many of our decisions affecting
people’s everyday lives and safety. We approach each
project knowing that it’s a reflection of our company
and of the industry as a whole. Our reputation may
arguably be our number one asset. We work diligently
to preserve it. Our ongoing work depends on word of
mouth recommendations. The only way to get a good
recommendation is to do a good job.
The Owner of a newly completed project should be
able to take pride in it, and be able to get 100%
utilization out of it. They have invested a lot of
attention and detail into the project. They have
planned with their colleagues about it. It’s part of
their business plan to be able to occupy the building
and execute what it was intended for.
The occupants of a completed project also should
feel that the building is a success. People tend to
gather in places in which they feel welcome and safe.
In the end, it’s not about the
project, but rather the people
involved with it. Our highest
goal as a company is such
that everybody we work with
feels a sense of achievement,
both professionally and
personally.

ACHIEVE.

The Craig Thomas Discovery and Visitor Center
Grand Teton National Park
This nationally recognized and awarded project consists of a
22,000 square foot facility primarily focused on the showcasing
of one of our national parks. Originally created in 1929,
Grand Teton National Park (GTNP) has remained as a symbol
of the preservation of natural resources. The Craig Thomas
Discovery and Visitor Center (CTDVC) was a collaboration of
congressional dollars and private sector gifts totalling $22
million. The center serves as a flagship of the park’s heritage,
educating and inspiring visitors of its past, present, and future.
GPD provided mechanical, plumbing, and electrical engineering
design and construction administration services for the visitor
center at the south entrance to the park, opened in August
of 2007. Systems included variable air volume air handling
systems with energy recovery, high efficiency boilers, well
water hydronic cooling, radiant floors, and high efficiency
plumbing fixtures. In the spirit of the preservation of natural
resources, specific attention was given toward sustainability of
the building.
The center includes instructional spaces, state-of-the-art
gallery and exhibit spaces, restrooms, National Park Service
offices, Natural History Association offices and bookstore,
high-definition theatre, auditorium, front terrace, and central
outdoor courtyard.
Please visit the following website for more info on the CTDVC:
www.gtnpf.org/achievements/craig-thomas-discovery-visitor-center/
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The Town of Deadrock
Crazy Mountain Ranch, MT
The Crazy Mountain Ranch is an 18,000 acre privately owned
cattle ranch nestled in the Crazy Mountains near Clyde Park,
MT. Within the ranch resides the town of Deadrock, serving as
a private corporate guest ranch with event center. The town
has been crafted after the concept of an old western town,
complete with main street shops, assay office, criterion Hall,
general store, hotels, jail, brothel, chinese laundry, bank,
firehouse, post office, barbershop, stage coach cache, livery
stable, and saloon. More than 20 buildings make up the town,
all with a deep architectural sense of replicating the feel of
the “old west” while still maintaining current building code
compliance.
GPD has provided mechanical, electrical, and plumbing design &
construction administration services for the town of Deadrock.
These systems include a central heating plant in the jail
building, full commercial kitchen and formal dining and stage
area in the livery stable, full bar in the saloon, commercial
laundry facility in the chinese laundry building, administrative
offices in the general store, hotel accommodations in the two
story hotel buildings, reception/receiving areas in the stagestop
building, etc.
These series of building projects that make up the town of
Deadrock have truly been unique. GPD is excited and honored
to be a part of the design team. Deadrock would make the
Marlboro Man proud.
Please visit the following website for more info on Deadrock:
www.crazymountainranch.info
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Lake Lodge
Yellowstone National Park
Yellowstone, the world’s first national park, was established
by the U.S. government in 1872. Since that date, 58 more parks
have been established in the U.S. in order to preserve these
landmarks and to encourage visitors to discover and enjoy such
places. Yellowstone National Park is home to many geothermal
phenomena (geysers and hot springs), mountains, lakes, rivers,
waterfalls, and wildlife. Today, more than 4 million people visit
the Park annually. Largely built in the 1920’s, Lake Lodge
is situated in the park and operated by Xanterra, the Park’s
concessioner.
GPD was contracted to conduct a systems evaluation and
condition assessment of the facility. We provided mechanical
and electrical support for a building-wide assessment.
Electrical work consisted of the distribution system, lighting,
power, security, fire alarm, emergency battery systems,
generator, grounding, and utility services. Mechanical work
consisted of hvac systems, exhaust systems, kitchen hoods,
waste and vent piping, domestic water piping, plumbing fixtures,
and refrigeration equipment.
Preliminary cost estimates were provided along with a prioritized
list of items needing repair. A $7-10 million multi-phase
renovation is currently underway.
Please visit the following website for more info on Lake Lodge:
www.yellowstonenationalparklodges.com
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University of Montana Western - Main Hall
Dillon, MT
“Old Main” was the original building that comprised the
campus of the Montana Normal School as it was known at the
time of its founding in 1893. The school then became known
as Western Montana College, and finally became part of the
Montana University System in the year 2000. This iconic gothic
building was completed in 1897, with three major additions
in 1907, 1924, & 1951. For the first ten years of the
school’s operation, Main Hall was the only building, housing
administration, faculty, and classrooms. Main Hall was listed
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980. It remains
the heart of the University’s campus.
GPD is part of a major renovation effort that is currently
under construction. A three phase, $14 million master plan
was developed, including the renovation of administrative space,
classrooms, auditorium, and library spaces.
Please visit the following website for more info on Main Hall:
www.umwestern.edu
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St. Peter’s Hospital
Helena, MT
St. Peter’s Hospital was established in 1883 as a result of a
partnership between the St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and the
Montana Episcopal Diocese. More than 100 years later, St.
Pete’s is the predominant healthcare organization in Helena
and surrounding areas. The Facility Provides the full spectrum
of services, and continues to expand to meet the needs of the
community.
Starting in 2004, GPD provided mechanical, electrical, and
plumbing design and construction administration services for a
$40 million major renovation and expansion of the hospital.
Approximately 40,000 square feet of existing space was
remodeled, including receiving areas, pharmacy, dietary, medical
records, same-day surgery, intensive care unit, and various
other supportive spaces.
Approximately 105,000 square feet of new construction was
built, including new emergency power plant, chiller plant,
ambulance garage, emergency department, four story patient
care tower, radiology department, and neo-natal areas.
The project was completed in 2007.
Please visit the following website for more info on St. Peter’s:
www.stpetes.org
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Rocky Mountain Laboratories
Hamilton, MT
Rocky Mountain Laboratories (RML) is a National Institute of
Health (NIH) cutting edge biomedical research facility located
in the Bitterroot valley in Montana. With its first laboratory
building completed in 1928, RML was aptly named for its
research of, and vaccine for, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, an
often fatal disease which had plagued the region for decades.
Today, Rocky Mountain Labs is one of 27 NIH facilities able to
research and investigate infectious diseases, both common and
rare. RML’s work has been instrumental in the development
of treatment and cures for a myriad of existing and emerging
diseases.
GPD currently holds the indefinite delivery indefinite quantity
(IDIQ) contract with Rocky Mountain Laboratories, taking part
in over 50 construction projects totaling over $20 million.
Major projects include a 15,000 square foot biosafety level 3
containment lab, a 12,000 square foot animal holding facility,
a new campus west electrical distribution system, campus utility
master planning, and numerous laboratory, office, incinerator,
maintenance, and storage facilities design and construction
administration.
Please visit the following website for more info on RML:
www.niaid.nih.gov/about/rocky-mountain-laboratories
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Malmstrom Air Force Base
Great Falls, MT
Malmstrom Air Force Base (MAFB) is one of the defining aspects
of Great Falls, and of the State of Montana. Started in the
early 1940s due to World War II, Malmstrom has become a
key military base with regard to our nation’s intercontinental
ballistic Missile (ICBM) capabilities. MAFB is one of three U.S.
Air Force Bases tasked with the Minuteman III ICBM program,
maintaining and securing 150 missiles.
Starting in 1990, GPD has been an integral part of the
construction efforts made on the Base. GPD has held three
consecutive multi-year indefinite delivery indefinite quantity
(IDIQ) contracts at Malmstrom and has had all option years
exercised. We currently hold the IDIQ contract. Our work with
MAFB has included well over 100 task orders, with projects
on the base as well as at remote Missile Alert Facilities (MAF)
and missile silo locations. We are extremely proud of this
partnership with Malmstrom, and are devoted to our nation’s
men and women in uniform.
Please visit the following website for more info on Malmstrom:
www.malmstrom.af.mil
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Other Selected Experience
Dancing Bears Inn and Suites - East Glacier, MT
Currently under design, this $14 million project is a new 5
story hotel with attached 3 level covered parking facility. It is a
74,000 sq. ft., 96 room hotel with conference rooms, breakfast
and gathering areas, administrative spaces, indoor pool, and spa/
workout areas. GPD is providing MEP design including plumbing,
hvac, power, lighting, fire alarm, catv, video surveillance, and
access control systems.

Montana Club - Missoula, MT
This project was a new 8,900 sq. ft. restaurant with a full
commercial kitchen, dining area, casino & gaming area, and bar/
lounge area. GPD provided all mechanical, electrical, and fire
protection design services.

DNRC/DEQ Co-Location Facility - Kalispell, MT
This project consisted of a new office space to incorporate 65
full time employees and a new detached shop/storage building,
co-locating three DNRC divisions and two DEQ divisions. As
part of the project, an energy study was conducted to evaluate
and explore different options pertaining to the mechanical and
electrical systems. GPD provided mechanical, electrical, plumbing,
and fire protection design services. The building was certified
LEED Gold.

Saddle View Apartment Complex - Bozeman, MT
This $10 million dollar project was a 72 unit apartment complex
with nine apartment buildings (two different layouts), storage
buildings, and an office building with fitness center. The typical
apartment building contains eight individual apartments, on two
levels, with a connecting breeze way to give each apartment an
exterior entrance. Each apartment is just over 900 sq. ft. and
has two bedrooms, two baths, and an exterior patio/balcony with
storage room. A packaged terminal heat pump provides each unit
with heating, cooling, and ventilation. The apartments are equipped
with automatic fire suppression and alarm notification systems.
Design services included heating, cooling, ventilation, and plumbing
system layout and design.

Showdown Ski Lodge Addition - Kings Hill, MT
This project included a 12,000 sq. ft. base lodge addition,
almost tripling the usable area of the original lodge. It
houses ski patrol, daycare, lockers, restrooms, guest services,
seating areas, the bar, and corporate offices. It is heated by
propane fired, high efficiency boilers that serve radiant floor,
baseboards, and cabinet unit heaters.

Charles M. Russell Historic Studio - Great Falls, MT
This project focused on the rehabilitation of C.M. Russell’s
studio workspace (built in 1903) and the gallery exhibit area
& shed roof additions (started in 1926 right before C.M.
Russell’s death). The building is approximately 1630 sq. ft.
with a partial basement for hvac systems. The project included
upgrades to the structure, restoration of logs and timbers,
removal of interior display cabinets, wood floor restoration,
remodeling for a.d.a. access, I.T. infrastructure for interpretive
displays, new power, led lighting, dimmers and controls, fire
alarm, security systems, new plumbing fixtures, and upgraded
ventilation systems.

Spa Hot Springs Motel - White Sulphur Springs, MT
This project was a remodel and expansion of the existing hotel
and pool in White Sulfur Springs. This unique facility utilizes
existing underground hot water springs to provide geothermal
heating to the pool facilities, guest rooms, and all other
support and administrative areas. A new 2 story addition
was built to provide additional rooms and the existing pool
equipment was replaced with new. Ground floor rooms were
designed with in-floor radiant heat along with PTAC units to
provide ventilation and cooling. All these systems utilize the
hot springs as a source of heat.

Assisted Living Facilities - Wenatchee & Ellensburg, WA
These two projects, each $5 million, consisted of a new 2-story,
50,000 sq. ft. assisted living facility with 70 living units,
commercial kitchen, laundry, admin, dining, exercise, lobby,
public restrooms, and support areas.

design. build. achieve.

524 First Avenue S
Great Falls, MT
59401
ph: 406.452.9558
fx: 406.727.9720

gpdinc.com

